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Forthcoming Exhibition at Tibet Foundation

From 6th July to 11th August 2007
East Meets West: An Exhibition of Contemporary Tibetan Paintings
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Tibet Foundation is proud to present a very rare opportunity to see an exhibition of contemporary Tibetan paintings. This new and exciting exhibition will be exhibited at Tibet Foundation Gallery to coincide with the celebration of His Holiness the Dalai Lama's 72nd Birthday and will feature the fantastic work of Tashi Norbu, a contemporary Tibetan artist who now lives in Belgium, and will also feature some of the work of the British artist Rachael Schlee. 

The exhibition will explore the merging of western contemporary art with traditional Tibetan techniques as in the work of Tashi Norbu, while on the other hand the work of Rachel Schlee employs traditional Tibetan painting techniques into her contemporary paintings.

These young artists represent the fusion of East & West which has now informed many branches of the arts and modern life. Tibet Foundation hopes that you will take this opportunity to see these exciting works.

Opening Hours: Tue - Sat (12 - 6.30pm)

Venue: Tibet Foundation Gallery, 1 St. James's Market (Off Haymarket), London SW1Y 4SB

Further details from Tibet Foundation Office - 020 7930 6001 - www.tibet-foundation.org
Tashi Norbu - Contemporary Tibetan Artist
Tashi was born in Bhutan and started training in Thangka painting after his high school education in Dharamsala, northern India. He worked under one of the most respected teachers of traditional Tibetan art, Venerable Sangey Yeshi. Many of Tashi's paintings are in Australia (on exhibition with his brother Tashi Wangchuk's work) and all around the world. Tashi has also worked as a Thangka painter for the Private Office of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in Dharamsala. He has worked on several books including "Tashi The Tibetan", which is based on his own childhood. 

Tashi came to Belgium in 2000, where he studied at the Saint Lucas Art University in Ghent. Tashi has worked in the S.M.A.K. (Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst/Museum of Contemporary Art, Ghent) where he gained more knowledge in western art. In Europe, Tashi has his works exhibited in various prestigious venues including The European Parliament Hall in Strasbourg (France Sep-2006). Tashi was chosen 'Artists for Peace' with a Solo exhibition of his Tibetan Contemporary painting from May 2007 for a Belgian national programme "Ten Vrede". 
In Oct 2006, some of Tashi's contemporary works were also exhibited at The Tibet Museum in Dharamsala. Presently Tashi works in Loods 13, a sculptor’s collective run by Walter De Buck in Ghent. www.tashinorbu.be
Rachel Slee - Contemporary British Artist

Rachel's first encounter with Tibet and Tibetans was at a time when she spoke Chinese and first travelled to the region in 2000; she later returned there in February 2005. She lived in Lhagang, near Dhartsedo in eastern Tibet for nearly a year and half where she learnt Tibetan and painted. Rachel says, "My paintings are individual aspects from Thankas and monastic designs on canvas. I wanted to display the stylistic beauty of Tibetan art. Whereas in Tibet, the actual walls of monasteries and houses are decorated; in the west we tend to frame isolated pictures. My paintings honour Tibetan style in a manner accessible to a western audience."

Her paintings so far are all of nature. For Rachel, the most prominent and powerful force of Tibet lies within its land, and for that reason, she says, she has "chosen first to represent nature."
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